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   We will review:
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● Background Information and Student Growth Goals

● Key Understandings

● NWEA Data Discussion 

○ Achievement Comparison to National Norms By Grade Level

○ Student Growth

● Recovery Intervention Efforts and Next Steps
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  Background Information 

● During the 2020-21 academic year, AAPS students were assessed in remote 
settings, outside the school buildings and without in-person support of AAPS 
staff.  Assessment experiences differed greatly from student to student. 
Comparisons to other results should be made with caution.

● Locally-created benchmark assessments for K-1 mathematics and K-2 reading 
were administered and reported in the 2020-21 academic year due to 
pandemic-required remote instruction.

● In fall 2021 we returned to in-person instruction while maintaining a robust, fully 
online option for families. Students attending online were invited to assess 
in-person with varying impact to participation rates. 

● The 2022-2023 academic year represents the second year of full 
administration for grades 6-8, providing us our first glimpse of year-to-year 
cohort growth. 
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  Our Commitment to Student Growth
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Our goal is to ensure that each and every student reaches high 
levels of achievement while demonstrating appropriate growth 
each year. 

In addition, PA 48, Section 98b legislates for the 2022-23 school year, that 
all public school districts assess students (K-8) within the first nine weeks 
of school and again before the end of the year. These results must be 
shared on or before the first Board of Education meeting in February 2023 
and posted to the district’s transparency website. The results must be 
shared again prior to the end of the school year.
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  Key Understandings  

● The impact of the global pandemic continues to impact academic 
outcomes, mental health, and the everyday lives of every person in the 
AAPS. This impact, and our work to ensure strong student growth to 
ameliorate it, will continue over multiple years.

● Before we begin our current data review, it’s important that we remind 
ourselves of the context for our return from remote/hybrid learning to 
full-time, in-person learning in the Fall of 2021.

● AAPS teachers and staff continue to focus our efforts toward ensuring 
that all students make strong, continuous academic progress.
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  One Measure at One Point in Time
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It is important to understand that the NWEA represents one 
measure of student achievement and growth. It is used in 
conjunction with many other data to support and design 
instruction and experiences to maximize and monitor student 
learning. 

NWEA data, in addition to detailed report cards, is shared with 
our families to keep them informed about the progress of their 
students. 
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  NWEA Fall 2022 Achievement
  Compared to National 2020 Norms 
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The AAPS continues to demonstrate achievement at all grade 
levels in both reading and mathematics that exceeds national 
pre-pandemic norms.
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AAPS Reading Fall 

2022 Mean RIT

NWEA Reading Fall 

Norm RIT Mean

Percent of Norm RIT 

Mean Score Achieved

Grade K 143.07 136.65 104.70%

Grade 1 162.18 155.93 104.01%

Grade 2 178.31 172.35 103.46%

Grade 3 193.64 186.62 103.76%

Grade 4 203.73 196.67 103.59%

Grade 5 210.27 204.48 102.83%

Grade 6 217.05 210.17 103.27%

Grade 7 218.62 214.2 102.06%

Grade 8 223.71 218.01 102.61%
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AAPS Math Fall  

2022 Mean RIT

NWEA Math Fall   

Norm RIT Mean

Percent of Norm RIT 

Mean Score Achieved

Grade K 149.11 139.56 106.84%

Grade 1 166.98 160.05 104.33%

Grade2 182.01 175.04 103.98%

Grade 3 193.09 188.48 102.44%

Grade 4 204.98 199.55 102.72%

Grade 5 214.16 209.13 102.40%

Grade 6 219.59 214.75 102.25%

Grade 7 224.49 220.21 101.94%

Grade 8 231.28 224.92 102.83%
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NWEA Growth 
Compared to National 2020 Norms 
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NWEA norms specify expected growth for students based on their 
prior performance. The AAPS are still working to recover to our 
pre-pandemic growth rates, particularly among our lowest achieving 
students.
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  NWEA Fall 2022 Review Summary
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The AAPS continues to exceed national pre-pandemic norms in mean RIT scores 
and thus in the percent of students at or above grade level in both reading and 
mathematics.

The impact of the pandemic is evidenced more significantly in lower elementary 
grades in both reading and mathematics when compared to pre-pandemic levels. 

Growth data indicates that our lowest performing students are not meeting growth 
goals at the same rate as their higher-performing peers, and require additional 
layers of support to close gaps in urgent and targeted ways.
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 Intensified Pandemic Recovery in the AAPS 
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The AAPS carefully monitors the growth of students to ensure we are taking 
effective, immediate action to fill gaps and accelerate learning. 

In addition to the  intervention and acceleration actions recently reported in 
the overview of 98c funding,  we recognize the need to expand and 
intensify interventions for students achieving below grade level and not 
reaching growth targets. 

These interventions must include a robust 12-month comprehensive intense 
support during the school day, after school and into the summer. 



An Overview of Current AAPS Academic Interventions and 
Student Supports

Coaching/Intervention Daily Literacy and Math 
Intervention

English Learner, Title I 
Intervention

Supports
Beyond the School Day

Literacy and Math Coaches
Direct Skills-targeted Intervention 

for Identified Students

English Learner Teachers
Serving 2400 Students in Every 

AAPS School with push in and pull 
out language acquisition support.

Extensive Summer ProgramsElementary
Daily, targeted small group literacy 

and math instruction 

Diagnostic screening and 
formative  assessments tools to 

identify and track progress 
regularly

Title I Teachers
in  AAPS Title I Eligible Schools, 
providing targeted literacy and 

math interventions

Family Engagement
Interpretation & Translation 

Services 
 Literacy  &  Math Nights Online Course Access 

Grades 5-12

24/7 Access to Skills-Targeting 
Tools:

Delta Math RTI
Lexia/Lexia Power-Up

Dreambox

Credit Recovery 
Point of Need 

Personalized Learning PLans

Teacher coaching in effective 
assessment to identify areas for 

skills-based instruction

Teacher coaching in effective 
instructional practices in each of 

the targeted skills areas to ensure 
strong foundation literacy skills for 

every student

Secondary
Identified students receive daily 

scheduled support through 
Academic and Personalized  

Support Courses designed support 
core class success with an added 

layer of  targeted skills and 
content instruction.
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Tier 1 Instruction 
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Support top quality Tier 1 instruction for all students in every classroom through coaching 
and professional learning 

Enhance skill-specific small group learning during the school day

Tier 2 Intervention 

Expand school-day intervention through the addition of reading and math assistants, 
certified teachers as tutors working with small groups in targeted skills

Expand summer school intervention 

Plan for outside of school, small group tutoring with certified teachers

Tier 3 Intervention 

20



NWEA Fall 2022 Achievement Report and Review Recovery Plan  |  December 21, 2022

Targeted Skills Instruction - Small Groups for Literacy and Math

 

● Targeted small group instruction based on areas of 
identified need 

● Strategic intervention support with literacy and math 
coaches focused on identified students

● Teacher coaching - Aligned to the science of reading 
and the understanding of stages and constructs of 
mathematics development

21

Student-
Centered 
Practices  



NWEA Fall 2022 Achievement Report and Review Recovery Plan  |  December 21, 2022

The AAPS Framework for Equitable Instruction 3.0 Transforming 
Culture and 

Student-
Centered Practices 
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INDEPENDENT, ON DEMAND ADAPTIVE LEARNING 

Math
Dreambox:
Grades K-5

Math
Dreambox:
Grades 6+

Literacy
Lexia PowerUp:

Grades 6+

Math
Delta Math RTI:

Grades 6+

Literacy
Lexia Core 5:
Grades K-5
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Recovery takes time and strong school, family and community center partnerships.  
Coupling strong, relevant school day instruction with effective tools and resources used in and outside of school, 
we can work together to support our students in building solid foundational skills and conceptual understanding. 
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  Throughout Recovery We Will Continue to: 

● Closely monitor student progress and adjust learning opportunities 
in response to data

● Actualize the Framework for Equitable Instruction 3.0 as a roadmap 
to ensure that dignity and belonging are essential elements of every 
classroom AND support  pedagogical and systems work to address gaps 
that remain historically consistent among five identified student groups

● Encourage the use of gap-addressing tools such as Lexia (reading) 
and Dreambox (math) to build fundamental skills during and outside 
of the school day
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